Multinucleated giant cells are an important feature of the granulomatous reaction in Crohn's disease (CD) (Gut 1995; 37: 798-801) 
Methods
Cell isolation and culture The source of intestinal lamina propria mononuclear cells were the affected areas of 10 resected specimens of CD patients (six distal ileum and four colon) and the unaffected areas of surgical specimens of 16 
Results
Cytokine driven multinucleated giant cell generation Intestinal macrophages did not seem to cluster after exposure to any of the cytokines tested, nor with phorbol-myristate-acetate (Table) .
There was virtually no fusion in the slide chamber adherent intestinal macrophages and no multinucleated giant cells were seen (Table) . In contrast, both IFNy and IL6 seemed to dramatically enhance the generation of multinucleated giant cells in culture of the autologous peripheral monocytes (Table) In conclusion, data of this study further support the view that normal human intestinal macrophages are cells downregulated in their capability to undergo fusion and multinucleated giant cell generation in response tO IFNy. This hypofulnctional/hyporesponsive condition does not seem to be reversible, suggesting that tissue specific soluble factors may not be involved. Taken together, our data add indirect support to the concept that all the monocytes activated functions shown in CD tissues, including multinucleated giant cells generated, may result from peripheral monocyte recruitment and activation into the site of inflammation. [25] [26] These data were presented in part at the American Gastroenterological Association Meeting and published as an abstract in Gastroenterology 1993; 104: A698.
